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“Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, so that your days
and the days of your children may be many in the land that the LORD swore
to give your forefathers, as many as the days that the heavens are above the
earth.” Deuteronomy 11: 19-21

H aigazian University has been the jewel of the AMAA in the Near East from
the first day of its inception on October 17, 1955. It has matured from being
a class comprised of 43 students as a school of higher learning to a University with
more than 750 students granting undergraduate and graduate degrees.

God has blessed Haigazian University by giving it dedicated benefactors,
devoted leaders, capable and talented instructors, and generous supporters.

We, as Armenians, are extremely proud of Haigazian University because not
only have our Armenian children from all over the world benefited by their excellent
teachings, but also because many of Haigazian University alumni have entered
important positions in different countries and have had a very good influence on
those countries.

This year is the Golden Anniversary of Haigazian University, and the Armenia
Community throughout the world shares this wonderful jubilee. The celebration in
America began on March 5 when we had an AMAA/Lark Concert for Haigazian
University in Glendale, CA, and it will continue for the entire year.

The year-long observances in Beirut will close with a week’s program that
includes the Haigazian University Baccalaureate Service on June 26; the Haigazian
University Alumni Reunion in Mugar Garden, on June 27; a Haigazian University
Banquet, on June 29; and concluding with the Haigazian University Commencement
Ceremony, on July 1.

Haigazian University is the culmination of the dreams of our visionaries, Steve
and Mary Mehagian and Stephen Philibosian, who saw the need of an Armenian
Institution of Higher Learning. One that takes in all eligible students without regard
to ethnicity, religion or race and gives them the benefit of a quality education. The
AMAA has been very proud to have been in the forefront of creating this great
university and will always remember those strong and committed individuals who
by their philanthropy, advice, and hard work brought the dream to fruition.

Since Haigazian University is a cultural treasure the Armenian Community
shares with the world, we ask you to celebrate the University’s Golden Anniversary
with a gift to the Haigazian University Scholarship Fund and reaffirm the tradition
and values of our world-wide community.

By contributing to this Scholarship Fund, you will be helping the University in
asignificant way. Haigazian University has never turned down a qualified Armenian
applicant who lacked funds. You can help perpetuate this assistance to the needy
students who would not be able to attend a university without financial support.

May this celebration become an occasion for rededication and reconsecration
of our joint goals with the same knowledge that “the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6) OJ
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OBITUARIES

Rev. Norair Melidonian

Rev. Norair Meli-
donian, one of the
oldest ministers of
the Armenian Evan-
gelical Union of
North America, en-
tered his rest on
April 6,2005, at age
98. His funeral ser-
vices were held on & i
Monday April 11, 2005, at the Church of the
Hills, in Forest Lawn Memorial Park at Holly-
wood Hills, CA. Officiating at his funeral were
the Armenian Evangelical ministers of Greater
Los Angeles area.

Rev. Melidonian was born in 1907. He was
the son of Dr. Levon and Ovsanna Melidonian.
He received his college education at the
American (Anatolia) College in Salonica,
Greece, the American University of Beirut,
Lebanon, and the Near East School of
Theology also in Beirut, Lebanon. He did post
graduate work in homiletics (art of preaching)
and pastoral theology at the School of
Religion, San Francisco, California, U.S.A.

He married a fellow seminarian, Vera
Zasheva. Rev. Melidonian served eleven years
in two Armenian Evangelical churches in
Bulgaria: Sophia, the capital, and Varna. He
was ordained in 1944 in Sofia, Bulgaria, by the
Bulgarian Evangelical Union. He came with
his family to USA in 1948.

From 1948-1959 Rev. Melidonian served
Armenian Gethsemane Congregational
Church and in 1960 accepted the call of the
Armenian Cilicia Congregational Church
where he served until his resignation in
1986.

Besides his parish duties, Rev. Melidonian
served the Armenian Evangelical Union of
California in the capacity of moderator in the
late 1960s. During his tenure, he introduced
some beneficial changes, such as annual
exchange of pulpits of the Armenian
Evangelical churches in California, and family
conferences. He was also instrumental in
promoting better relations with the Armenian
Apostolic churches. Rev. Melidonian also
played an important role in the merger of the
Armenian Evangelical Unions of the Eastern
and Western United States.

Rev. Melidonian was a man of literary
talents. He was the author of two books, “The
Soul of a Mother” and “Inner Turmoil” and
one unpublished manuscript, “The Role of
the Armenian People in Civilization”. He was
a dedicated minister who put his whole heart
and soul in all his noble endeavors. (I

Nellie J. Kazanjian

Nellie Kazanjian, longtime New Hartford
resident, beloved mother—grandmother—great
grandmother, store proprietor and community
leader, passed away on May 11, 2005.

Born on October 14, 1915 in Utica, NY,
Nellie was the daughter of the late Jaleela
Mardenly and Karkour Murad. She attended
South Street School, Union School and Utica
Free Academy. As the second of eight
children, she had to leave high school before
completing the eleventh grade to work in
her father’s grocery store. There she learned
the value of hard work and integrity that
would be a driving force throughout her life.

In 1936, Nellie married the late George J.
Kazanjian. In 1941 they purchased and ran
the Quality Food Store on Pearl Street in
New Hartford. Nellie managed to raise four
children, be a homemaker and superb cook,
and help her husband run the business.
After her husband’s death in 1973 and her
retirement from the store, the Village of New
Hartford issued a proclamation thanking
them for their personal interest and concern
in the welfare of generations of customers
and friends for over thirty years. In 1984,
the New Hartford Rotary Club awarded
Nellie the Community Service Award.

Nellie loved people and had a gift for
making friends, engaging conversations and
lasting impressions wherever she went.
Upon retirement she turned her boundless
energy to the community.

Nellie was a volunteer reader to children
at the New Hartford Public Library and
served as vice president and board member
of the Young At Heart Club for senior
citizens. She was a founder of the New
Hartford Adult Dining and Recreation
Center established in 1986.

On her 80™ birthday, Oneida County
saluted Nellie for her meaningful
contributions to the citizens and the history
of New Hartford by issuing a proclamation
declaring October 8, 1995 as “Nellie
Kazanjian Day in Oneida County.”

Deeply devoted to her family, Nellie was
relentless in her determination to instill a
strong sense of family values, faith and self-
esteem in her children, grandchildren, nieces
and nephews.

She is survived by her son George and
wife Mary Lou Kazanjian of New Hartford,
New York; daughter Miriam A. Kazanjian of
North Bethesda, Maryland; son John and
wife Patricia Kazanjian of El Paso, Texas, six
grandchildren and eight great grand-
children. O

Joao Georges Gaidzakian

Joao Georges
Gaidzakian, son of
Zabel and George
H. Gaidzakian was
born in Beirut, Leba-
non on Nov. 24,
1924. He received
his primary educa-
tion at the Armenian
Evangelical Central
High School of Beirut, Lebanon where his fa-
ther, George was the principal and his mother
Zabel, was one of his teachers.

In 1935 with his parents and sister Hildalea
moved to Brazil and the family started a new
life in a new country. The first years were
difficult with a totally different language and
culture. However, soon he was able to
conquer these obstacles and embraced with
much love this new phase in his life.

He finished his schooling in 1947 at the
Baptist College. Since his early childhood he
had shown artistic talents, in painting,
artwork and music. He took violin lessons
since the age of 13 and participated in
numerous musical programs in the Armenian
community, in churches and in schools as
violin soloist. He had been the Choir director
of the Zarkatsman Arshaluys (the former
Young Adults group of the Armenian
Evangelical Central Church of Sdo Paulo) and
from 1965-1969 was invited as choir director
of the Presbyterian Church of Goias, Brazil.

He had also studied Agronomy &
Electrical Engineering, as well as Airplane
Photography and in these areas he worked
in many public departments of the country.

In 1957 he married Angel Der Hovanessian
and the couple had three children: Cinthia
Alids, Gisele Marcia and George Andre.

Joan Georges was always interested with
topics related to Armenia, to the people of
Armenia, the Armenian Community and his
church. He was an active member of the
Armenian Evangelical Central Church of Sao
Paulo and a member of the Church Council.

From 1980-1992 (with some intervals) he
was the administrator of the Armenian Center
(Clube Armenio) of Sao Paulo and from 1988-
1991 the President of the Marash Com-
patriotic Association of Sao Paulo, Brazil.

Joan was a well-respected and dignified
person in his community and faithful to God
until the last days of his life. He died in
Goiania, Brazil at the age of 80. A memorial
service was held on Sunday, May 29, 2005
at the Armenian Evangelical Central Church
of Sdo Paulo, Brazil. O
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OBITUARIES

Irene H. Garabedian

Irene H. Gara-
bedian died on De-
cember 15, 2004 in
Indianapolis, IN at

the age of 96. Born -
in Kharpert, Tur-

o —y
key (historic Arme- -

nia) in 1908, she

was the daughter _‘i-‘
of Paul Boghos

Jafarian and Nazley Darakjian Jafarian. Irene
was a survivor of the Turkish genocide
against the Armenians in which vast num-
bers of her relatives were killed and her world
was torn asunder. She remained in Kharpert
with her mother and three siblings under
harsh and difficult conditions from 1915 until
1923 when the family was finally able to leave
Turkey and join her father in Boston, MA.
An account of Irene’s early life is included
in her father’s autobiography “Farewell
Kharpert”. Irene later graduated from
Burdett Business College and worked as a
bookkeeper before marrying Attorney
Charles Garabedian in Worcester, MA in
1935. She and Charles were the loving par-
ents of two daughters, Elaine and Claire.
After the death of Charles in 1952, Irene con-
tinued to work until her early 70’s.

As a longtime resident of Worcester, MA,
Irene was a devoted and active member of
the Armenian Congregational Church of the
Martyrs’, where she served as treasurer and
a member of the Board of Trustees for over
50 years. Further, she was a board member
of the Armenian Nursing Home, Jamaica
Plain, MA and was active in the Worcester
branch of the AGBU, for which she
organized monthly fund-raising luncheons
for a number of years. She had been a
longtime sponsor of the AMAA Orphan/
Child Scholarship Fund, a supporter of the
AMAA and established the Charles Mesrob
Garabedian AMAA Endowment Fund.

In 1997, Irene moved to Indianapolis, IN
to be close to her daughter Elaine but kept
telephone ties with many friends and
relatives in Worcester. Throughout her life,
she exemplified the qualities of integrity,

honesty, compassion, perseverance,
frugality and loving devotion to church and
family.

She is survived by her daughters: Elaine
(Donald) Minassian of Indianapolis, IN,
Claire (Olvi) Mangasarian of Madison, WI,
a sister, Ethel Duffett of Orlando, FL, 5
grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren.[d

Pepronia Merjanian

Miss Pepronia
Merjanian, Ph.D.,
passed away on
Sunday, March 13,
2005, in Pasadena,
CA. Her body was
put to rest on
Thursday, March
17 during a family
private interment
service.

Dr. Merjanian was born on March 20, 1912
in Marash, Turkish Armenia (Cilicia). At the
age of three, she experienced the pain suf-
fered by many Armenians during her forma-
tive years.

Upon the pullout of allied forces from East-
ern Anatolia, her reunited family, like many
other Armenian families, left Marash and
settled in Aleppo, Syria. Later, the family
moved to Beirut, Lebanon, where Pepronia
attended the Miss Web Girls High School,
the Beirut College for Women and the Near
East School of Theology.

Her desire to expand her education com-
pelled her to seek education in the United
States, in spite of financial uncertainties.
Stateside, she studied at the University of
Hartford, CT and obtained her undergradu-
ate degree in liberal arts. The following year,
she obtained her Master of Arts (MA) de-
gree in Christian Education from the Hart-
ford Seminary in CT. In 1951, she obtained a
second MA from the Teachers College of
Columbia University of New York, this one
is psychological foundations. Later, in 1975,
she went on to receive her Ph.D. in psychol-
ogy from California Graduate Institute. In
California, she also obtained her teaching
credentials (for life) for all grades and junior
college.

Dr. Merjanian's professional career cov-
ered a wide spectrum: teaching, counseling,
ministry, social work, and authoring books.
Two of her books were published, The Joy
of Teaching, (a best-seller) in 1966 and 1977,
and Money and Women's Self Esteem: A
Christian Perspective, 1971. Dr. Merjanian
had achieved international recognition, and
the list of her accomplishments is very long
indeed, not only within the Armenian com-
munity, but in her surroundings as well, wher-
ever those were. She was active in educa-
tional, religious, and political causes, which
she supported morally and materially.

She led an exemplary life of modesty, dedi-
cation, gratitude and generosity, while truly
valuing her faith and family. O

Bedros Kellikian
Deportation, dis-
ease & starvation
could not overcome
the will of genocide
survivors, Garabed
& Khatoon (Sagher-
ian) Kellikian’s will
to live. And thus in
1919 soon after
they returned to
Zeytoun, their first son, Bedros, was born.
Turmoil, insecurity and violence once again
uprooted them as they moved to the town
of Kirikhan, where Bedros continued to ex-
perience a difficult childhood losing a mother
and younger brother to typhoid. In 1928,
Garabed, along with his children, Bedros and
Ovsana moved to Aleppo, Syria where they
took refuge in the outlying camp of Zeytoon
Khan. Bedros was soon enrolled at the
Sahagian Elementary. A year later he was at
Bethel Armenian Evangelical School, where
he graduated from 6% grade, displaying an
exemplary, scholarly talent. In 1934, he en-
rolled at Aleppo High School for Boys, where
he excelled in a similar show of prowess. Two
years later however, a deceased benefactor
put an unfortunate end to his formal educa-
tion. Never giving up he sought knowledge
through correspondence with the British In-
stitute of Engine Technology investing ev-
ery penny saved. In the meantime, he
taught himself foreign languages such as
English and French. In 1939, he started
teaching in Ayn Aroos, a small village of
Northern Syria until World War II broke.

Bedros was an active member of his church
and community and took his Christian faith
seriously. Throughout his life, he has been
known for his involvement in the Armenian
Evangelical community in Syria & Lebanon.
He served as lay preacher for fifteen years,
whenever and wherever needed. His atten-
tion was focused on the youth and he was a
founding member of Christian Endeavor So-
ciety Summer Camp in Kessab, Syria.

In the early 90s Bedros and his wife Azniv
moved to Los Angeles, CA to rejoin their
three daughters, Sona, married to Zaven
Khanjian; Hasmig, married to Arsene Baran;
and Nora, married to Vahan Bezdikian. In
1996, Bedros lost his beloved wife Azniv.

Bedros Kellikian’s motto in life has been
to live with an unwavering loyalty to the
people of his ancestry and forever expand
the mind, enrich the spirit, and be a beacon
of good and morality to those around him He
entered into eternal rest on March 29, 2005.00
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ARMENIA

My Mission Trip To Armenia

Victor Thasiah*

y first inquiry about Mt. Ararat

brought a rapid fire response. The
lecture room window on the main floor of
the seminary building was flung open.
There, imposing and breathtaking, stood the
majestic snow capped Mt. Ararat. Though
the imposing creation stood some 50 miles
away in the neighboring land of Turkey, it
gave the awesome illusion that I could reach
out the window and touch its splendor. By
its side stood another smaller identically
shaped snow capped mountain, as if paired
with Mt. Ararat like mother and child, called
Little Ararat. All of the passion, with which
I had anticipated this vision, flooded me. |
had so much wanted to see and take a
photograph of this Biblical implication for
myself and even more so for my 89 year old
mother who still lives in Malaysia, and
vigorously reads and meditates upon the
Word daily. So most of that morning was
spent on that one subject alone.

In Stephanavan (157 miles from Yerevan,
with a population of 25,000), I spent the night
with the minister's family that spoke no
English. However, Harout had arranged for
another single young woman whose first
name was also Lilit (Lilit Ayvazyan) to serve
as my translator. Lilit, who already has a
Baccalaureate Degree in Theology, was
scheduled to enter the master's degree
program at the Near East School of Theology
in Beirut. Lilit stayed at the minister's house
till bedtime before returning to her house
which was within walking distance, to help
me with my communication with the minister
Araik Ochinyan, his wife, their two children
and the minister's widowed sister. They knew
no words of English and I knew no words in
Armenian, but since we have a common
heavenly father, we were, without missing a
beat, an ornithological specimen of
congruent plumage congregate in close
proximity. They were the most hospitable
people. I observed such love and warmth as
the minister's sister Anahit prepared the
minister's children for school in the morning.
I was told that her own child was being cared
for by her in-laws in Vanadzor. Anahit held a
weekday job in Stephanavan as a cook and

A
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Victor Thasiah (standing first on the left) with Harout Nercessian and CE Workers in Alaverdi,

Armenia.

left for Vanadzor each weekend to be with
her child. The food was very good, the
sleeping arrangement was comfortable but I
had trouble with the hot water shower. They
cranked up the electrical engine the previous
night and warned me that the hot water would
be available in three hours. Comforted by that
thought, I rested well that night.

But the story with the hot water system
was quite different in the morning. I have
this thing worked out about bathing. I can
survive many days without a body shower,
but I can't be myself without washing my
unruly hair and shaving my face every single
morning. So that was what I did - I washed
my head over the sink and shaved and all
was well with me for the day. The perfect
breakfast needed no translation - just plenty
of pointing and smiles. Lilit was prompt in
her arrival. The church building that stood
tall in this little community was a gift of the
Fresno First Armenian Presbyterian Church.
The adjoining buildings provided the
minister's residence and rooms for free
dentistry, music classes, and a senior lunch
program funded by a foreign humanitarian
agency. Eighteen CE staff members and
volunteers met at the class I taught and Lilit
provided enthusiastic translation. The
AMAA driver Arson from Yerevan came
that afternoon to pick me up and bring me
back to Yerevan.

The AMAA delegation of staff, ministers
and church members then assembled at a
down-town location at the foothill where the
1915 Genocide Memorial stands. This was
the 90" anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide by the Turks. Half the country's
population of 1.5 million people was in
Yerevan to walk up the hill to pay homage
and place flowers at the structure that
houses an eternal flame. In a 40 feet circle,
the flowers were piled up 6 feet high. It took
us, following the church banner, led by Rev.
Dr. Rene Leonian (the head of the AMAA in
Armenia), two hours to maneuver the half
mile trek to the memorial monument atop the
hill. It was a site to behold. I had never ever
in my 62 years of lifetime been in such an
experience.[]

* Badveli Victor Thasiah is the former
interim pastor of the Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church of Fresno, CA. The
above are excerpts from a seven page report
of a mission trip which included teaching
at the Evangelical Seminary in Yerevan,
holding seminars for Christian Workers in
high population centers in Yerevan, Gyumri,
Vanadzor, Alaverdi and Stepanavan,
preaching at both the Armenian and English
medium churches and experiencing the 90"
Turkish Genocide of Armenians in 1915
Memorial. For a FREE complete report, e-
mail to vthasiah@netzero.net
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ARMENIA

Donna Evans, U.S. Ambassador's Wife
Visits the AMAA Office in Yerevan

he Child Sponsorship Program of the

Armenian Missionary Association of
America (AMAA) drew the close attention
of Donna Evans, the wife of the American
Ambassador to Armenia, John Evans, when
she visited the AMAA headquarters in
Yerevan, April 13.

After her two-hour visit, Mrs. Evans in-
dicated that she wanted to promote the idea
of sponsoring children as a Christmas gift
to a loved one.

Mrs. Evans was greeted by AMAA Rep-
resentative Rev. Rene Leonian and his as-
sistant, Mr. Harout Nercessian.

Mrs. Evans toured the facilities of the
Yerevan office and the adjacent AMAA
medical clinic. She was briefed on the vari-
ous ministries of the AMAA and the Evan-
gelical Church of Armenia.

Since its inception, the
AMAA has been concerned
about the welfare of Arme-
nian children and upon
Armenia’s independence in
1991, implemented this spe-
cial program to support or-
phaned and needy children
in the homeland.

Initially the AMAA’s

Child Sponsorship Program - yrs, Donna Evans (standing 3rd from left) visiting AMAA's clinic

was started with just 37 jp Yerevan.
children from Gyumri,

which had suffered most from the devas-
tating earthquake, and now, AMAA cares
for more than 2800 children and their fami-
lies throughout Armenia and Karabagh.
A tax-deductible gift of $250 a year spon-
sors one child and family and that care

includes food, clothing, personal hy-
giene, health-care items, and school sup-
plies. The program takes care of the child
until the age of 16 or 17, or upon the
completion of the child’s secondary edu-
cation. [

Armenia's First Lady Visits Avedisian School

s part of the nation-wide ceremonies to

ark Motherhood and Beauty Day in

the Republic of Armenia, April 8, the

country’s First Lady, Bella Kocharian, paid

a visit to the Khoren & Shoushanig

Avedisian School in Yerevan’s Sepastia-

Malatia region, where she visited the class-
rooms and talked with the children.

The Avedisian School is the first Arme-
nian Evangelical School in Yerevan, Arme-
nia, and was founded by the Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America (AMAA)
in May 1999.

Accompanying the First Lady were
Aghvan Krikorian, Director of Malatia-
Sepastia Region; Rev. René Léonian,
AMAA’s representative in Armenia; Bor-
ough officers; Avedisian School Board mem-
bers, and some parents.

Greeted with the traditional salt-and-
bread ceremony of welcome, the First Lady
visited the school’s Kindergarten and El-
ementary sections.

Following a reception in her honor, Mrs
Kocharian and guests gathered in the
school’s social hall for a presentation of
songs, dances and recitations by the stu-
dents.

After the performances, Rev. Léonian ex-
pressed his gratitude to the authorities of
Armenia who had shown their confidence
in the AMAA with the establishment of the
school. He thanked the town of Malatia-
Sepastia, for putting the present building
under the AMAA’s disposal for the use of
the school, and finally to the city of Yerevan
for the land offered to the AMAA for a new
building which will encompass future added
classes of the school.

Rev. Léonian also expressed his appre-
ciation to AMAA Board member Edward
Avedisian and his wife Pamela, of Lexing-
ton, MA, who are the sponsors of this
school. He also paid tribute to the late Rev.
Movses B. Janbazian, a past-Executive Di-
rector of the AMAA, “whose vision was

the establishment of such an educational
institute in Armenia.”

Before leaving, the First Lady Kocharian
expressed her joy for being present at the
Avedisian school for this special day and
congratulated Principal Mrs. Melania
Keghamian, the teachers and the students
for their performance and their high achieve-
ments in the educational area.

The Avedisian School has consistently rated
high in Armenia’s education system and, last
year, was named the best school in the country.
This year the school has 220 students, 100 in
the Kindergarten and 120 in Elementary
grades. The Avedisian School has been one
of the most important contributions of the
AMAA to the people in the homeland. It
serves in one of the poorest areas in the south-
west district of Yerevan and is now in urgent
need for expansion. There are ongoing plans
to build an expansion on the piece of land
which was provided by the city of Yerevan, to
facilitate the addition of the new classes.[]
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LEBANON

Armenian Evangelical Schools of Lebanon Commemorate 90" Anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide and Mark the Armenian Cultural Day

Lebanon has quite often been on the
news in the past months. Since the
assassination of the former Prime Minister,
Rafiq El Hariri, in February, it has undergone
many changes. The whole country mourned
the great loss; a million people expressed
their opinions on the streets; the Prime
Minister resigned; car bombs exploded in
various areas (some of them a few miles from
our schools); a new government was
appointed and finally, campaigns and
parliamentary elections took place.

These events definitely and immediately
affected our schools and our families, yet
amidst it all, the Armenian Evangelical
schools of Lebanon not only endured all
the shocks and daily challenges, but also
carried forth their commemorations of the
90™ anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
and celebrations of the 1600*" anniversary
of the creation of the Armenian Alphabet.

Inter-school Contest Dedicated
to the 90™ anniversary of the

Armenian Genocide

The Armenian Evangelical Educational
Council of Lebanon planned this unique
contest entirely dedicated to the Armenian
Genocide. The Council then published a
booklet called “The Armenian Question”
which included over one hundred
questions and answers as well as related
websites and distributed it to about 1,000
Armenian high school students in
Lebanon. The five themes were: Historical
background of the Armenian Question; the
Genocide; Survival and Monuments;
Related Books and Art; and Recognition
of the Armenian Genocide.

Twelve Armenian high schools
participated in this very exciting event on
April 16, each with a team of three students.
The questions as well as the scores, which
were projected on screens, made the event
an exciting educational experience. The
whole event was sponsored by Haigazian
University.

The Armenian Evangelical College won
the first prize, the Central High School won

LRR BUS UnESunyL iR, durruer '{
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A presentation on the occasion of the Armenian Cultural Day.

the second and the Seminary of the
Armenian Catholicossate won the third
prize.

Armenian Cultural Day
Another unprecedented event was the

Armenian Cultural Day celebration on
May 21, and May 25, 2005. About 600

elementary students and their teachers
from all the Armenian Evangelical schools
of Lebanon started the day by marching
in the streets of Bourj Hammoud, a densely
populated Armenian district in the
suburbs of Beirut. A marching band
created the most unforgettable experience
to all the participants and pleasantly
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USA

Evangelical Church of Chicago
Breaks Ground for New Building

Now in its second century of service,
the Armenian Evangelical Church of Chi-
cago broke ground for a new edifice, at cer-
emonies on April 16.

Some 200 members and well-wishers were
present for the ecumenical service which be-
gan with scripture readings by Rev. Sam
Agulian, the parish’s pastor, and Armenian
Evangelical Union of North America
(AEUNA) ministers Rev. Kevin Kasper and
Rev. Michael Matossian.

Archpriest Father Zareh Sahakian, from All
Saints’ Armenian Apostolic Church of
Glenview, and several Deacons who were
present at the ceremony, performed the Ap-
ostolic Blessing of Antasdan—the blessing
of the four corners of the world and the hu-
man livelihood contained therein—the tradi-
tional blessings for new Armenian churches.

After the welcome of the community and
distinguished guests, by the church’s Mod-
erator, David Hagopian, Chairman of Trust-
ees Fred Simonian lead the act of
groundbreaking. He introduced Rev. Dr. Vahan
Tootikian, Executive Director of the Armenian
Evangelical World Council (AEWC), who
brought greetings on behalf of the AEWC and
AEUNA. As he turned the soil he blessed the
ground in the name of the Holy Trinity.

Mr. Simonian then introduced Nyree
Agulian and Matthew Hagopian, current mem-
bers of the church’s youth group; Mrs.
Armenette Miller who grew up in the church’s
youth group; and Mrs. Attia Megurdichian, a
93 year old Genocide survivor and a longtime
member of the church. Mr. Simonian explained
that, symbolically, these four individuals rep-
resent the generations served by the church.

The small parish had its humble beginnings
as a monthly prayer group on the south side
of Chicago in November of 1901. By 1916,
with use of the facilities at the Moody Bible
Institute, the church was officially formed with
42 charter members.

The church’s present facility was donated
by John Bezazian in 1945, and, in large mea-
sure, the sale of the Bezazian property made it
possible for the church to move to a suburban
location, more central to the community it now
seeks to serve. It was fitting that Mr.
Bezazian’s granddaughter, Paulette Bezazian,
was attending the ceremony.

Andrew Torigian, execu-
tive director of the Armenian
Missionary Association of
America (AMAA), brought
the greetings of the associa-
tion and congratulated the
church on this milestone. He
reviewed the history of the
church and discussed how
the local church is the foun-
dation of the AMAA’s abil-
ity to effect change in the
mission field.

Also in attendance was
Rev. Barkev Darakjian, Pas-
tor Emeritus, who served the
church from 1975 to 1996. Rev. Darakjian gave
moving comments, noting how appropriate it
was that in a week Armenians all over the world
would be marking the 90th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide, Armenians would still be

Mrs. Armenette Miller, Matthew Hagopian, Genocide Sruviveor
Mrs. Attia Megurdichian and Nyree Agulian turning the soil.

proclaiming the faith of their fathers and build-
ing churches.

Following the ceremony a reception was
held at the Armenian Community Center in
Glenview. [

Armenian Memorial Church of Watertown, MA Welcomes
AMAA Executive Director Andy Torigian

Andy Torigian, the Executive Director of the AMAA joined the congregation of the
Watertown Armenian Memorial Church for their Annual AMAA luncheon, orga-
nized by the Missions Committee of the church. Mr. Torigian spoke about the
Armenian Children and their families in Syria, Lebanon, and Armenia that cannot
afford an education and encouraged the congregation to participate in sponsoring
these children. The response was very good. The congregation was very moved by
the dedication of the AMA Awho help these children and their families.

Markarian, Hasmig Pianpiano.

(I'to r) Members of the Missions Committee of the Armenian Memorial Chruch, Watertown,
Ma: Rick Ishkanian, Rachel Dohanian, Nora Orchanian (Chair of Missions), Andy Torigian
(AMAA Ex. Director), Rev. Avedis Boynerian (Pastor of Watertown Church), Salpi
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TURKEY

'Brave' Pastor Aghabaloghlu Visits

AMAA Headquarters

he Armenian Evangelical pastor who

became an international hero among
the Armenians as a result of his appearance
on Turkish television, paid a visit to the
headquarters of the Armenian Missionary
Association of America (AMAA) on Tues-
day, April 12,2005.

Rev. Krikor Aghabaloghlu, was invited to
participate in a five-hour show on Turkish
television to present “the Armenian point
of view.” in a discussion of the Armenian
Genocide. Rev. Aghabaloghlu is a well-
known activist who has already been jailed
once for challenging the confiscation of his
church’s property by the Turkish govern-
ment.

Atthe AMAA offices, Rev. Aghabaloghlu
was introduced to the headquarters staff,
and had discussion with both the Executive
and the Administrative Directors. He re-
ported on the progress of the Armenian
Evangelical work in Turkey, which goes be-
yond the Armenian communities and reaches
out to the local community. Many non Ar-
menian Christians now regularly participate
in the Sunday worship services

The outspoken and courageous Istanbul
pastor was encouraged and supported by
the AMAA to attend the Bitinia Bible School
of Istanbul, from which he was graduated.
In September 1999, the Union of the Arme-
nian Evangelical Churches in the Near East
granted him a license to preach and perform
the sacraments of Baptism and Communion
in Armenian Evangelical Church of Gedik
Pasha. He was ordained as a pastor in De-
cember 2002 and continues to serve as pas-
tor and Chairman of the same Church.

On the program, much to the surprise of
both Hulki Jevizoglu, the host of the show,
and his main guest, historian Mehmet Saray,
Rev. Aghabal-oghlu made it clear that there
is no doubt a genocide was committed against
the Armenians. It is reported that while the
two Turks were in a state of disbelief, Pas-
tor Aghabaloghlu went on to state that all
Turks in Anatolia know the truth about the
Armenian Genocide, although no one dared
to talk about the subject and that anyone
who had the courage to speak about it, is

called a traitor, condemned by the me-
dia, taken to court, and sent to jail.

He kept on insisting that, as a cler-
gyman, he has the obligation to tell
the truth, and refused to allow himself
to be silenced.

Undeterred, Rev. Aghabaloghlu said
that he knew the facts first-hand from
the experiences of his own family, and
added that there is irrefutable evidence
for the Genocide in hundreds of books
in many languages and that everyone
knew that the Armenians in Anatolia were
the victims of Genocide.

Adding insult to the injury of the Turks, he
asked rhetorically, “What did happen to the
Armenians inhabiting that region? Did they
evaporate? Did they decide to migrate en masse?
Are there any Armenians left in Anatolia?”

A
Mr. Dikran Youmshakian, Rev. Krikor Aghabaloglu and
Mr. Andy Torigian.

[

Rev. Aghabaloghlu was born in Arapkir in
1957. He studied in Arapkir and Malatia and,
in 1979, he was graduated from the Univer-
sity of Istanbul, receiving a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Education and majoring in the history
of Turkey. He is married to Maria Semerji.
They have a son and a daughter. O

]

Dorcas Aid International Director Visits the AMAA Headquarters

Mr. Dikran Youmshaln'n, Mr. Edward Janjigian, Dr. Dirk Jan Groot and Mr. Andrew Torigian.

Dorcas aid began in 1980 as a small group in Netherlands, mainly to assist those
imprisoned for their faith. Today, after twenty five years, Dorcas Aid is an interna-
tional organization providing development, social and relief services in twenty coun-
tries around the world including Armenia. Dorcas projects in Armenia are supported
through active partnership with the Armenian Missionary Association of America
(AMAA). AMAA supports Dorcas projects in Mozambique, Africa.

Dt Dirk Jan Groot, the director of Dorcas Aid International, visited New Jersey and
had meetings at AMA A headquarters to coordinate the joint efforts of the two partner
organizations. Mr. Groot also held meetings to reorganize Dorcas Aid America. Two
new members were appointed to Dorcas Aid America Board - Rev. Dr. Attila Kocais,
pastor of Magyar-Hungarian Reformed Church of Perth Amboy, NJ and Dikran
Youmshakian, the Administrative Director of the AMAA. [
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BRAZIL

Celebrating the 50" Anniversary
of the Construction of our Temple

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.” (Acts 2:42)

In general, the commemoration of a
birthday is a reason for joy. In relation to

our Armenian Evangelical Church in Sao
Paulo, Brazil, our attitude towards God must
not only be an attitude of joy, but also of
thanksgiving. The Lord has always been
blessing us in rich ways through this church,
where God’s children have the opportunity
to listen to His marvelous Word. And as
the book of Acts reminds us, in this beloved
Church, we have persevered by God’s grace
and mercy, devoting ourselves to the
apostles’ teaching and to our fellowship
with one another. Our church community
has truly been like a family where we have
shared the joyous and the sad moments
together. We have laughed together, cried
together, broke bread together, and prayed
together.

As Paul the apostle said, God, who began
a good work in us, will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus
(Philippians 1:6). God, in His wonderful
grace, provided to our parents, fifty years
ago, the means for the construction of a
temple for His beloved Armenian Evangelical
community, in order to allow His children to
be richly blessed through His Word and to
worship Him with songs of praise. Time
passed from that day, fifty years ago, when
our church opened its doors for the very
first time and we gather together now as the
children of this fearless yet obedient
generation of servants of God who have
yielded to His calling. Today, with our
church built, we pray that we may continue
being God’s blessing by being His
instruments, using the temple for His glory
and also for teaching our children and the
next generation our love and reverence
towards His church, so that they may be
blessed by us as we were by our parents.

On this 50th anniversary occasion, the
church held special worship services for
thanksgiving with guest speakers and
several other celebratory programs,
expositions of historical pictures of the

Rev. Dr. Roy Abrahamian, the Senior Pastor of
the Armenian Evangelical Church of Sao Paulo.

church, video presentations and a dinner/
banquet to highlight the history and the
mission of the church. We were specially
pleased to have amongst us Mrs. Louisa
Janbazian from The United States (the wife
of our former pastor Rev. Movses Janbazian)
who came to be with us specially for this
very special occasion. On Wednesday, May
22, she was the guest speaker of a special
program organized by the Women's Guild
of our church, where she spoke about the
AMAA's work for the children of Armenia
and Karabagh and showed a touching
video - "Happy Childhood" - about the
children in Armenia and Karabagh who
benefit from the AMAA's ongoing mission.
At the end of this special program donations
were received for school supplies to be sent
to Armenia through the AMAA's Summer
Camp/Christmas Committee.

As a church, we would like to share our
deep joy with all the AMAA members, since
our church could not have existed today
without the generosity that the AMAA has
been providing us all through these years.
May the Lord Jesus drop showers of His
rich blessings on the AMAA, so that other
churches may have the same joy as we are
having presently.

o C@.uu 0 ﬂlunﬁfrng
do Templo
gi5 - 200

May God bless us richly and may the
Lord Jesus Christ always be glorified in the
life of our Church. Amen.

Rev. Dr. Roy Abrahamian
Senior Pastor of Sao Paulo Church

(cont'd from page 5...)
Karabagh, and Georgia, where more than
10,000 children attend each summer.

A lovely reception prepared by the Sum-
mer Camp/Christmas Committee members
followed the program, where the audience had
the opportunity to meet the artists.

The Spring Recital was chaired by Elbiz
Baghdikian, the co-chair of the New York/New
Jersey area Summer Camp/Christmas Com-
mittee with Ani Chalemian as the Music Chair.

Keeping the day’s program in focus, hav-
ing a recital by the works of Holocaust vic-
tims to benefit the summer camps of Arme-
nia- a country with children of victims of a
Genocide, is truly the heart and spirit of the
Motyl Chamber Ensemble and is the drive
of the ensemble’s dedication to remember-
ing the lives of Genocide sufferers and sur-
vivors through their music.(]

AMAANEWS, MAY/JUNE 2005




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


